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Medicine
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Humanities
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Engineering

Faculty 6

Electrical

Engineering and 

Information 
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Business and 
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Computer 

Science
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Faculty of Computer Science

39 professors

about 250 PhD students 

and postdocs

about 4500 students

→ 29% international students

→ 60% bachelor students
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Faculty of Computer Science

 https://www.informatik.rwth-aachen.de/cms/~mxz/informatik/?lidx=1

List of all 

research groups

https://www.informatik.rwth-aachen.de/cms/~mxz/informatik/?lidx=1
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Studying at RWTH

 How to choose courses?

 How to register them?

 When do the exams take place?

 And how to register for them?

 What do do at the end of the stay?

 How to get the Transcript of Records?

 What about the study confirmation?

 What else should I know?
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Important to know

 You are enrolled in virtual study programs „degree

outside Germany“

 Effect: you have no curriculum!

Positive:

 No limitation to certain curriculum

 You can choose any course, you can register any exam

- You do a „free registration“, i.e. outside of any curriculum

Negative:

 You sometimes cannot register courses because registration is

limited to certain curricula (which forbids free registrations)

 In case you cannot register a course, contact me!



7

How to choose courses?

 Get an overview about courses in RWTHonline

 See „Introduction to RWTHonline for students:

https://wiki-intern.rwth-aachen.de/download/attachments/

129206449/Introduction%20to%20RWTHonline%20for%20Students.pd

f?version=1&modificationDate=1737116732017&api=v2

FAQ: https://wiki-intern.rwth-aachen.de/display/RD/FAQ+for+Students

 Choose „courses“ to search for a list of courses, maybe filtered by

curriculum

 Informatik [2022], Bachelor (1-subject)

 Informatik [2023], Master (1-subject)

 including courses from minors

Software Systems Engineering [2025], Master (1-subject)

 no minor courses, you can focus on computer science

https://wiki-intern.rwth-aachen.de/download/attachments/129206449/Introduction%20to%20RWTHonline%20for%20Students.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1737116732017&api=v2
https://wiki-intern.rwth-aachen.de/display/RD/FAQ+for+Students
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RWTHonline: filter by curriculum

… or filter for courses of our

faculty by „Organisation“ –

choose

• „Department of Computer 

Science“ or

• „Faculty of Computer 

Science“
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Alternatively / in addition: presentation videos

 All (or at least: most) electives of our department will 

be presented by short videos:

 https://sc.informatik.rwth-aachen.de/en/wahlpflicht/

 Goes online end of this or next week (hopefully)

 But: 

 Only electives, no compulsory courses

Most compulsory courses anyway are in German

 Only courses of our faculty

https://sc.informatik.rwth-aachen.de/en/wahlpflicht/
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Course choice: where to choose from

 At least 50% of courses should be selected from our

faculty

 BSc. + MSc. Informatik (Computer Science), MSc. Software 

Systems Engineering, MSc. Data Science, MSc. Human-Centered

Intelligent Systems

Warning: MSc. Human-Centered Intelligent Systems is joined

programme together with University of Bonn. Do not choose courses

from University of Bonn!

 All our courses are also included in the other programmes, so 

please ignore MSc. Human-Centered Intelligent Systems

MSc. Data Science includes lot of courses from Mathematics, 

BSc./MSc. Informatik has lot of courses from minors

 Codes of courses from our faculty always start with 12.xxxxx

 The other 50% can be chosen by interest

 … given that the teachers agree to your participation
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Types of courses

 Most courses: lecture + exercise (LE)

 You have to take both to get the credits

Lecture + 

exercise, 4 

hours per 

week

(3L + 1E)
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Types of courses

 Most courses: lecture + exercise (LE)

 You have to take both to get the credits

Lecture + 

exercise, 5 

hours per 

week

(3L + 2E)
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Types of courses

 Most courses: lecture + exercise (LE)

 You have to take both to get the credits

 Sometimes, L + E are having a single RWTHonline entry

 Sometimes, L and E have separate entries

But only for time/room planning, has no meaning for you
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Types of courses

 Other course types:

 IS/SE: seminar

You have to do a literature survey on a given topic, write a paper, give

a presentation

 LA: lab/pratical

Software development project

 TU: tutorial (exercise)

Small exercise groups, typically only for compulsory courses on 

bachleor level
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Where do courses take place?

 Most computer science courses take place in 

Computer Science Center

 Others in ITC, C.A.R.L., Audimax, …

 To find the buildings/room, you can use RWTH 

Navigator

 https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/die-rwth/Kontakt-

Anreise/~epe/RWTH-Navigator/?lidx=1

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/die-rwth/Kontakt-Anreise/~epe/RWTH-Navigator/?lidx=1
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How to register for courses

 Via RWTHonline
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Course registration

 Registration for lectures/exercises mandatory

 You get access to an associated Moodle room

All course material, exercises, announcements, e-mail lists only

available in the Moodle room

 Note:

 Not all teachers have activated registration yet

 Usually, registration is open for months, but for some courses the

registration closes one or two weeks after start of lectuers

Especially if course is limited and places have to be assigned

 Registration for courses of other departments/faculties may have

additional rules

 If no registration is possible for some course, contact me
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Course registration

 Seminars/labs:

 No registration on your own possible

 Places in seminars/labs are centrally distributed in our department

June/July for winter semester

January for summer semester

 If you stay for two semesters, you can apply for a place during

these times via https://supra.informatik.rwth-aachen.de

 If you are interested in a seminar/lab now, contact the teachers to

ask if places are available

 Thesis

 Find a topic/supervisor

 Registration: https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/studium/im-

studium/internationales/exchange-incomings/bewerbung/~bjgonk/

anmeldung-zur-abschlussarbeit-fuer-austa/?lidx=1

https://supra.informatik.rwth-aachen.de/
https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/studium/im-studium/internationales/exchange-incomings/bewerbung/~bjgonk/anmeldung-zur-abschlussarbeit-fuer-austa/?lidx=1
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Courses and examinations

 Registering for courses as before is only for getting

access to learning material and information

 You can register for as many courses as you like to have a look a 

them

 When being sure about the courses you want to really take, register

exams for them

Only courses with exam registrations end up in your transcript of 

records!
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Courses and examinations

 Note: teachers decide on criteria for exam admission

 Attend the first lecture (or study the slides) to find out about them

For some courses you can just attend the exam

For some courses you have to get 50% of points in e-tests during the

semester

For some courses you have to get 50% of points in homework during

the semester

For some courses you have to pass a midterm exam

… or variants/combinations

 Carefully listen to the information given in the first lecture!
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Exam registration

 Has to be done via „exams“ in RWTHonline

 Registration opens in general on 15 November, maybe earlier for

some courses

 Registrations for exams in 1st period (~February) closes on 15 

January

Keep the deadline! Later registration not possible!

 Registration for exams in 2nd period (~March) closes individually –

one week before the corresponding exam date

 Deregistration is possible till 3 workdays before an exam
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End of your stay

 Study confirmation (Confirmation of arrival/departure)

 Issued by Incomings Student Services in International Office (begin

and end of stay)

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/studium/Im-

Studium/Internationales/Exchange-Incomings/~ijhe/Waehrend-des-

Aufenthalts/lidx/1/

 Transcript of Records

 You can download own certificate of results from RWTHonline

https://www.rwth-

aachen.de/global/show_document.asp?id=aaaaaaaacokklum

But it is not signed

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/studium/Im-Studium/Internationales/Exchange-Incomings/~ijhe/Waehrend-des-Aufenthalts/lidx/1/
https://www.rwth-aachen.de/global/show_document.asp?id=aaaaaaaacokklum
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Downloading the Transcript of Records
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Downloading the Transcript of Records

 First variant: all exam results

 „Only positive“ variant: only passed exams listed
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Transcript of Records

 Procedure to get the Transcript of Records:

 You can download your transcript via RWTHonline (see before)

 If a signature is needed, send it to me by e-mail

You will get it back digitally signed

Tell me if some other person should receive the transcript, i.e. the

International Office of your home university

 Transcript only includes results of exams registered in RWTHonline

No results of language courses! To include language courses:

 You get a certificate of your language course‘s results from

Language Center

 Send the certificate to the Central Examination Office (contact see

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/go/id/biofqz/lidx/1) – they put it into

your records

- Send the certificates there as soon as possible

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/go/id/biofqz/lidx/1
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Transcript of Records

 A short note

 Credits for courses shown on your grades certificate may differ from

your learning agreement

Side effect of a new procedure – contact me if this causes trouble, I can

set up the transcript manually with correct numbers

 No course codes are printed on the transcript

Contact me if this causes trouble, I can set up the transcript manually

including codes

 Titles of exams are printed on the transcript

Which might differ from the module titels

 Contact me if this causes trouble, I can set up the transcript

manually with correct titles
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Contact persons

 Academic issues

 Courses, exams, registrations, transcript of records, …

 Administrative issues

 Study certificate (or other certificates), enrollment, visa issues, …

Dirk Thissen (me ☺)

Computer Science Center, building E3, room 9014

e-mail: student-exchange@cs.rwth-aachen.de

https://www.comsys.rwth-aachen.de/teaching/incomings

International Office / Incoming Student Services

Super C

e-mail: incomings@rwth-aachen.de

https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/Studium/Im-Studium/Internationales/

Exchange-Incomings/~momd/Incoming-Student-Services/?contact=aaaaaaaaaaaiowd&lidx=1

mailto:student-exchange@cs.rwth-aachen.de
https://www.comsys.rwth-aachen.de/teaching/incomings
mailto:incomings@rwth-aachen.de
https://www.rwth-aachen.de/cms/root/Studium/Im-Studium/Internationales/Exchange-Incomings/~momd/Incoming-Student-Services/?contact=aaaaaaaaaaaiowd&lidx=1
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Maybe interesting for you

 Master Freshers-Week

 6 to 10 October

 for bringing together all new Master (degree) students

 new students can meet other people, connect with fellow students 

and explore the City & University before the semester starts

 More info

 https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=twXE9mdJrU

m2_nQYdmVADlMCz8SsyNtEmvMjgeFI1UVUQ1FROFIwUlZNVzR

LV0FKQlpRQzZLQVc0Ry4u&route=shorturl

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=twXE9mdJrUm2_nQYdmVADlMCz8SsyNtEmvMjgeFI1UVUQ1FROFIwUlZNVzRLV0FKQlpRQzZLQVc0Ry4u&route=shorturl
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Useful links

 RWTHonline:

 https://online.rwth-aachen.de/

 RWTHonline intro:

 https://wiki-intern.rwth-aachen.de/display/RD/

Introduction+to+RWTHonline?preview=/91194983/91194986/

Introduction%20to%20RWTHonline%20for%20Students.pdf

 Moodle:

 https://moodle.rwth-aachen.de

 Incoming students RWTH:

 https://www.rwth-aachen.de/incomings

 Incoming students Computer Science:

 https://www.comsys.rwth-aachen.de/teaching/incomings

https://online.rwth-aachen.de/
https://wiki-intern.rwth-aachen.de/display/RD/Introduction+to+RWTHonline?preview=/91194983/91194986/Introduction%20to%20RWTHonline%20for%20Students.pdf
https://moodle.rwth-aachen.de/
https://www.rwth-aachen.de/incomings
https://www.comsys.rwth-aachen.de/teaching/incomings

